Bear Balter, 

^'iot to long ago you asked ns how I com live with so laany futilities, so in. the 
prelude to rewinding you of one IgLve' you a different kind of answer. 

In -six Says I will be 59. Yesterday I planted eight fruit trees and- transplanted 
t .o pines, l:y knees, today, -sug e.;c th.t 59 is an oltl.r age than I had thought. ' 

night am or« last-, beioro going to bed, v<e switched to the .Washington educational 
’*•'? station, on wliick we get a poor, picture but good sound. They v.ero broadcasting a 
program on the Gary convention, at one point someone I could not make out called out, 
"What about Rap Brown?" • 

Good question, but not a new one for me, as you nay recall. Wran 1 sug. ested a book,- 
shor-t and explosive, tentatively and perhaps poorly titled’ "The Rap- hap", "there was no 
interest. When I suggested there was more than a book in:' tills, if you saw, you alone saw. 

It is a good -question, what about him. .The situation' is now changed. The prospects 
for the book should be better. And because it would be keyed to a lawsuit that should 
attract attention, the prospects of collateral good ..should also be good. 

I also, wrote Rap's agent-, but got no interest, I can't write his • lawyer, ' who is ’ 
too busy being ‘Ms owh celebrating .and' doing his own good; things for personal reasons 
involving his nngup with Kark uxie, So, I do no thing about it. And the nan thereby' 
is jeopardised and what everyone forgets, two murders are not only unsolved but pinned- 
on the victims. 

All of tills makes &e wonder whether it is really 1 who live the- futilities. True, 

I live .-under adverse conditions, with depressions and problems so multitudinous there is 
no (J.ay on vAixch haven t an -abundant choice should I chose to worry.- True, I write what 
can t be printed to find tnat- long thereafter in some instances what x have virrtten and 
almost forgektn • suddnly coraes interesting to others, iikb the iiainpton-Clark -.case, the' 
essence of which, as of today,, I viorte when it happened. 

But the real futility is not mine. There are other more apt designations, and they 
can . and should include anguish. . ' • . ' 

.But the futility, the real frustration, is ! -that of others with fewer than 50 years. 
The tragedy is that in so many cases where -what is so Wldly. talked about and not done 
could be done. 

Recently, when I have had 'time to think, ' I have come to beliov-y that the real 
frustration ana the genuine futility is for those for whom detached rhetoric has become 
a tiling untoi itself, enac end, not a means. Bo, ends are not reached. 


•Ghould any you know, perhaps- such people as haiey, be interested in seeking an 
anavror|to the "What about Rap Brown" question other than a some point K.unstl-.-r.| will, to 
the- best of hie needlessly-limited ability, present in some court, 1 will not find it a 
futility to try ana help ana I will be more more frustrated that 1 am now if nothing comes 
of it. 


i have always felt that the best chances for the .:eak in combat is not to defend but 
so ea-vily overwhelmed when it is weak. 


Best remre 


Hare' beisberg 



